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Westfield Redevelopment Authority Meeting
April 5, 2016  
Municipal Building, 59 Court Street, Westfield, MA, Room 315
8:00 AM. 
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Others in attendance:  	

1.) The above members were in attendance.

2.)	Approval of March 1, 2016 meeting minutes.  
Member Woodson MOTIONED, to approve the minutes as submitted.  Chair Witalisz asked if there was any discussion.  With no further discussion the minutes were approved as submitted.   All in favor.  None opposed.  MOTION PASSES.

3.)	WRA FY 2016 Financial Summary 

Executive Director Mitchell provided the members with the year to date balance sheet noting there was 1 outstanding check in the amount of 752.00 for legal fees which has not cleared yet.  . 
Chair Witalisz inquired as what the fees are based on?  Executive Director Mitchell indicated this is fee is based on the amount of time that is expended during the month reviewing documents and conducting legal work. 
4.)	Update:  Elm Street URP/PVTA Project 

a. Transfer of certain Elm Street URP parcels of land to the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority.  
 
Executive Director Joe Mitchell addressed the Authority regarding this transfer.  He asked the Board and the Chair to vote to accept a parcel from the city and transfer that parcel to the PVTA.  He proceeded to explain the previous vote the Board had taken was to accept and transfer property based on drawings prepared by Holmburg & Howe, Inc. in November of 2015.  The November’s drawing showed an easement that neither the City nor the PVTA wanted.  He then proceeded to show the revised drawing dated February 29, 2016 that did not include the particular easement.   

A brief discussion regarding how the vote should be taken should it be based on a new vote or voting to change the date of the vote?  After a brief discussion the Authority decided to vote as directed by the Attorneys.

Member Parks MOTIONED, seconded by Member Woodson to:

WRA VOTE TAKEN APRIL 5, 2016

After discussion, and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously voted as follows:
VOTED:	That the Westfield Redevelopment Authority accept a Quitclaim Deed from the City of Westfield for a parcel of land identified as Parcel 1B and shown on a plan entitled “Plan of Land in Westfield, Massachusetts owned by Pioneer Valley Transit Authority and City of Westfield’ dated February 29, 2016 prepared by Holmberg & Howe, Inc. said Parcel 1B containing 24,870 square feet, more or less; and
VOTED:	That the Westfield Redevelopment Authority convey said Parcel 1 B, by Quitclaim Deed, to the Pioneer  Valley Transit Authority for such consideration as is shown on such Quitclaim Deed; and
VOTED:	That Kathleen M. Witalisz, Chairperson of the Westfield Redevelopment Authority, is hereby authorized and directed to sign, acknowledge and deliver said Quitclaim Deed, and such other documents, instruments and certifications as said Chairperson may deem necessary or desirable in order to effectuate the purposes of these votes and the conveyance to the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority.  




	c.  PVTA Progress/Timeline

Executive Director Joe Mitchell updated the Authority as to the demolition of the Flahive property.  Transit Pavilion construction contractors should start on May 12.  Attorneys Phillips and Annino are working on the final language for the deed documents.  Mitchell also mentioned there were some contaminated soils on the property that were being tested.  The final results should be coming in tomorrow but the preliminary testing (PID) levels were what was expected based on previous environmental work done on the site.

	b. City Council Funding Request/Funding Agreement

Executive Director Joe Mitchell brought members up to date on the funding request being presented to the Council at their next meeting.  He informed them that on behalf of the WRA he will be asking for $151,322.00 from the short term interest account and 358,528.00 from the stabilization fund.  He informed the members these funding sources were the result of a meeting with Councilor Flaherty, The Mayor, The City Treasurer and the City Auditor.

Mr. Mitchell explained the budgeted price for the Romani and Murphy property are based on appraisals that were accomplished 3 years ago.  New appraisals will be required.  The hope is a friendly acquisition, but that eminent domain is an option for this body.

He further explained the time frame for the WRA’s acquisition of the properties.  He would like to see the properties acquired by July or August.

Chair Witalisz inquired as to a time frame on if eminent domain is necessary?  Mr. Mitchell informed her that the process includes completing the appraisals and sending them along with additional information to DHCD to get their approval.  After DHCD approval, the WRA can act. 

5.	Overview of other projects.

· Airport Industrial 
R. Levesque is working on the redesign of the conceptual layout of the industrial park as well as a budget and time line to get the parcels shovel ready.  The product is due on April 10th.   

· City View Commons

The application for a technical grant to write an Urban Renewal Plan has been sent to MassDevelopment.  There is a meeting scheduled with Marty Jones (MassDevelopment CEO), the Mayor and Joe in May.  Ms. Jones wants to meet the Mayor and understand the city’s level of commitment to the project.  Chair Witalisz noted she would like to be a part of that meeting.

Chair Witalisz discussed possible scenarios for the City View project, possibly a village type of development.  A lengthy discussion ensued regarding City View Commons and the funding that would be necessary as well as the title issues that would be involved in such a project. 

Mr. Parks MOTIONED to adjourn at 8:46. 
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