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Fax 572-6332
LICENSE COMMISSION MEETING
MONDAY, MAY 9, 2016
MINUTES

Meeting convened at 6,02 p.m.

All Commissioners were present.

A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt seconded and unanimously VOTED to approve the March 14, 2016

minutes as presented.

A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt, seconded and unanimously VOTED to approve the Special Meeting of

April 25, 2016 minutes as presented.

Next meeting scheduled for June 13, 2016

PUBLIC HEARING:

1. Chairman Mowatt read the legal advertisement for the liquor license application of Bocage, Inc. d/b/a
Spider Monkey, 252 Elm Street, Westfield requesting an All Alcoholic General on Premises License.

Pedro Almeida was present to represent the application.

Mr. Almedia stated the following,

[ ]

He and his partner currently own Open Door Café in Ludlow, Ma.

He is looking fo open a bar/café at 252 Elm Street with operating hours of 11am — 2am.

Wants to provide a friendly neighborhood bar with entertainment and be a good partner with the
city.

Entertainment looking for is dj, live bands, comedy, general dancing, standup comedy, line dancing,
Will be keeping the bar as is, just cleaning the floors.

All staff will be TIPS certified and has plans for sccurity.



This establishment has a higher occupancy than he is used to.

He will have higher security, doorman and bouncers.

He knows this establishment will be more of a younger crowd so he will step up security.
He is working with the Getty gas station regarding parking,

He will have his bouncers and doormen out front fo help with the flow at closing time.
He will have scanners af the door fo card everyone.

No one under 21 will be allowed into the establishment.

Everyone coming into the establishment will have to show their ID.

All doormen will be TIPS certified.

Doormen will have flashlights fo help detect false ID’s.

Chairman Mowatt asked the licensee what a foam party is that he is requesting on his entertainment license.

Mr. Almeida stated the following,

Foam Party is a European type of entertainment.

You have bubbles that are thrown into the air and when they land they don’t decompose. They linger
on the floor.

Foam to have patrons have fun with it.

One establishment in Chicopee does this at their establishment.

They will have proper signhage stating caution, floor is wet.

The secretary stated that all paperwork was in order.

Chairman Mowatt introduced Sgt. Hall fo the applicant and stated that he is a wealth of knowledge and can

inform him of the historic incidents that happened around the location they are applying for.

Mr. Almeida stated that he has been in business in Ludlow for 1 ¥ years. He has never had a City or ABCC

violation.

No one spoke in favor.

No one spoke in opposition

A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt, seconded and unanimously VOTED to close the public hearing.

Sgt. Hall stated to the licensee he is available fo talk to any time and help give direction,

A discussion was held,




- A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt, seconded and unanimously VOTED to approve the all alcoholic
general on premises application.

Commissioner Diaz stated the following to the licensee.
o Please protect your license.
»  Work with the Community Police Department.
o Watch the front area of the establishment.
o We wish you a successful business.

. Chairman Mowatt read the legal advertisement for the liquor license application of Skyline Beer Company,
LLC, d/b/a Skyline Trading Company, 124 Elm Street requesting a Wine & Malt Restaurant License.

Lisa Pac and Daniele Osella were present to represent the application.

Ms. Pac stated the following,
o She started her business at the old Chucks Steak House in November 2014 with home brew supply
sales and Daniele handled the food at that location.
o They are looking for a beer and wine license to sell craft brew and wine,
o She will be offering classes on how to brew your own beer.
¢ Daniel will be handling the food at the location.
o They will be selling baked goods, homemade pretzels, and grilled cheese.
» Looking to be open early morning to 9pm. She does not want to disturb the tenants above her.
o Looking to employ 10 people with 4 employees working daily.
¢ They will be carding everyone and looking to purchase an ID scanner.

No one spoke in favor.
No one spoke in opposition.

A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt, seconded and unanimously VOTED fo close the public hearing,

Commissioner Diaz stated that this is a specialty type of business. The owners seem fo have a lot of
experience and he likes that they are being courteous of the tenants above.

The secretary stated only TIPS certification is pending.

A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt, seconded and unanimously VOTED to approve the wine & malt
license request contingent upon receiving TIPS certification.




Commissioner Diaz stated the following to the licensce.
e  Walich your business. There is a lot of college students in this fown.
s Keep a watchful eye on your clientele.
¢ This will be more of a volume than what you are used to in Southwick.
e Please protfect your license.

TABLED PUBLIC HEARING.

The secretary stated that these two requests are from a tabled public hearing from August 2015, The two
applications were fabled due fo a city ordinance that stated that the licensee must have a permit from the Planning
Board before applications can be made for any other permit in connection with the proposed erection, enlargement
or conversion of a liquor establishment. In September 2015, the planning board did not approve the request,
therefore, the commission could not act upon the applications at the September License Commission meeting,

On April 7, 2016 the City Council amended Zoning Ordinance Section 4-1110 by delefing this section. Therefore,
we can reopen the public hearing,

Chairman Mowatt read the legal advertisement of a wine & malt package goods store license application of PSM,
Inc. d/b/a Pleasant Street Market & NCVR, Inc. d/b/a New Corner Variety. Chairman Mowatt stated that this is a
tabled public hearing from August 2015,

1. PSM, Inc. d/b/a Pleasant Street Market, 54 Pleasant Street, Laura Parker requesting a wine & malt package
goods store license.

Laura Parker and Jim Baker were present {o represent the application.

Ms. Parker stated the following,
o They are looking for a beer and wine package goods store license.
¢ The beer and wine will be in an enclosed area where her tobacco is.
¢ She has owned the store for two (2) years.

Commissioner Dawicki stated she read through the licensee’s packet of the items they were asking for back
at the August 2015 meeting, She stated the licensee did a good job implementing what the Commission had

asked for.

Commissioner Diaz questioned the licensee if she is looking for “bulk sales” by customers.




.Ms. Parker stated the following;

She will have some floor wine displays

She doesn’t have the cooler space for a lot of stock fo keep cold.

Some items will have to be warm on the floor.

It is a small space. Most of the space is still her tobacco sales.

It will be a 2 door cooler.

She will not be selling singles. Smallest will be a 6 pack.

50% of her business used fo be tobacco. That percentage is decreasing.

She is trying to recover some of her sales through selling beer and wine.

Looking to help her customer avoid an additional stop and increase her sales when they come in to
buy their sandwich meats, hamburger and picnic supplies.

The secretary stated the only item missing is TIPS certification from the manager.

No one spoke in favor.

No one spoke in opposition.

A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt, seconded and unanimously VOTED fo close the public hearing,

A discussion was held.

Chairman Mowatt stated the following,

From what he has seen of Pleasant Street Market, the controls at the establishment have been good.
He has not seen any change in controls since Ms. Parker has taken ownership.

The store has a lot to offer cusiomers and he understands the convenience factor.

They are irying to create a more complete package for their patrons.

Commissioner Diaz stated the does not think this is an establishment that people will be buying their wine &

beer in bulk.

Sgt. Hall stated he has no problems with licensee. Has been in both places and have had no problems. They

just need to waich serving and ID their patrons.

A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt, seconded and unanimously VOTED to approve the wine & malt

package goods store license contingent upon receiving TIPS certification.

Chairman Mowatt advised the licensee fo protect their license.




2. NCVR Inc. d/bja New Corner Variety, 2 Crown, Streef, Laura Parker, requesting a wine & malt package
goods store license.

Laura Parker and Jim Baker were present fo represent the application.

Ms. Parker stated the following,
» New Corner is a residential store.
¢ They are looking for a beer and wine package goods store license.
o 90% of her regulars live on the hill.
e She is trying to save them time from going off the hill.
¢ She only has a small one door cooler to display the beer and wine.
e Itis in direct sight of the register.
o She has installed an extra camera on that cooler. She keeps 60 days of recording at a time and can
see all activity from the camera’s on her computer at work and on her phone.
e She has owned New Corner for twenty-five (25) years.

» She does not have a camera on the ouiside of the building but does not have any problems installing

one.
The secretary stated the only item missing is TIPS certification from the manager.

No one spoke in favor.
No one spoke in opposition.

A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt, seconded and unanimously VOTED fo close the public hearing,

A discussion was held,
There were no concerns from the Commissioners.

Sgt. Hall stated having camera’s in the store is great. She should think about putting a sign up that notifics
patrons that they are on camera, That might deter anyone minors or others from theft.

Laura stated she is thinking about putting an alarm on the cooler door to bring to her clerk’s aftention when

the beer and wine cooler door is open.

A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt, seconded and unanimously VOTED {o approve the wine & malt
package goods store license contingent upon receiving TIPS certification.

Chairman Mowatt advised the licensee to protect their license.
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
1. The Commissioners were addressed by Mr. Rich Clark of 456 Russellville Road, Mr. Pablo Feliciano of 452
Russellville Road and Ms. Jean Demers of 453 Russellville Road in regards to noise issues from Raven
Hollow Winery at 436 Russellville Road.

e Mr. Clark stated the following,

o The three present before the commission tonight are the closest abutters to Raven Hollow
Winery owned by the Kosinski’s.
They have a slight issue with the level of noise from the outdoor entertainment.
He tried speaking with Mrs. Kosinski regarding the noise problems. She was less than
receptive, her final words were we have a license and that’s the way it’s going to be.

o He has spoken to Captain McCabe and Captain Nuncz and was advised to keep calling the
police department.
The noise level is extremely loud.
His house is 300 fect away. He can be sitting in his living room with the TV on and
understand cach word of the song playing,

o Itis not so much the hours that is annoying, it’s just the fact that it is every Friday, Saturday
and Sunday.

The secretary stated that the entertainment license is issued for bands, DJ, vocal music under open tent or
pavilion between the hours of 8am — 2am Monday through Saturday and Sunday 1pm — 2am.

Sgt. Hall stated that he does not remember seeing incident reports issued to the establishment. If dispaich
didn’t put in the address of the Winery he would not see any incident reports. He could research call reports
on the full street for noise complaints.

The secretary stated that the Commission has only heard one (1) noise complaint incident dated back to May
23, 2015.

e Mr. Feliciano stated the following,

o The only thing between him and the Winery is a line of frees, He can actually sec the tent,

o A few times last year it was a rock & roll band and it was very loud to the point where some of
the windows in the house were shaking,
When his child starts complaining fo him that she cannot focus, it bothers him.
He has had to rearrange his daughter’s graduation party around the music. He needed to
make sure that when he had people over, he had to plan according fo whatever they were
having at the location. He doesn’t want fo listen to the jazz music entertain his family and
friends.




¢ Mrs. Demers stated the following:

O

©

She is across the street from Raven Hollow.

She also has tried speaking to the Kosinski’s, but they get very nasty and state that they have a
permit.

She does not think that’s the way it should be.

She has lived out there for over 50 years. It’s a nice quiet area.

Part of being a home owner is peace and quiet. Peaceful enjoyment of your own property
which she no longer has.

The noise vibrates her home and permeates her whole yard.

The night she chose to call the police, was because her windows were closed, the heat was on,
she had her own music on and she couldn’t even hear it.

This is no way fo live. The commission has got to put some restraints on.

Chairman Mowatt asked what fypes of restraints they are looking for.

¢ Mrs. Demers stated she wants peace and quiet.

o Mpr. Clark stated they are not looking to shut them down.

C

o

o

It is a great place o go to. His wife and he like to go there.

He does not want to be forced to hear it in his yard 3 days a week from Memorial Day to
Columbus Day.

He doesn’t know if they need to put a back drop on the tent. A fence or a wall,

e My Feliciano stated.

o 0 O

A back drop on the tent would probably bounce the music out the other direction.

He doesn’t expect to not hear it.

They don’t need microphones or speakers.

They had 17 year old boys with electric guitars and screaming whatever songs they were
singing.

He has visited the Winery at numerous occasions which he does enjoy.

His daughter is at the point asking o put on headphones so she can do her homework. That’s
a concern to him. She shouldn’t have fo be affected in her own room in her own house.
Not asking fo shutf them down.

Maybe a little neighborhood commitment. We are neighbors. They don’t live there. When
they go home, they go home.

When they leave he is still arguing with his child about getting her homework done.

e Mr. Feliciano stated the following;

o
Q

O

His father in law has owned the home he currently is in now for 50+ years.
It is not a happy time for him.
He is a disabled veteran.




o He has seen him under duress when the weekends come.
o The music is definitely affecting him and his way of living within the home.

* Mr. Clark stated he would like fo come up with some sort of agreement so they are allowed to have
their entertainment but the neighbors don’t have to hear it.

¢ Mrs. Demers stated the following;
o Itisaresidential area. She would like them to get rid of all the electronics and just have
acoustical music.
o She asked the Commission that at what point is the decibel reading that is considered a
nuisance. At what point can she call the police because they breached that.

Chairman Mowatt stated that he does not know that from the Licensing Commission’s standpoint. He stated
the following,
o When the Commission handles the entertainment license everything is considered to be
reasonable.
The Commission does not say they cannot go over a certain decibel point.
It is sort of self governing.
If you find that there is a problem then you call the owners of the establishment or the
Westfield Police Department. Make sure that you reference what you are calling about and
the nature of the problem. Then the Police will come out and start to address if.
o The Commission can look at the license and determine what is reasonable.
o [tall comes down from feedback from you as to what is not acceptable.

Mr. Clark asked that them having entertainment and them not wanting to hear it, is that unrealistic?

Chairman Mowatt stated that he does not think so. He does not think that is unrealistic. Your feedback will
govern what is acceptable.

Mr. Feliciano stated that another concern of his is what is going to happen in 10 years. Is this establishment
going 10 be a full bar with cars everywhere?

Commissioner Diaz stated that what he thinks we are seeing here is a concern from a neighborhood. The
Commission is here to address that. The Westfield License Commission’s statement reads: “To serve the public
need and protect the common good of the citizens of the City of Westfield, by ensuring that all licensees
governed by the Commission operate in compliance with all laws of the Commonwealth.” But this is an
entertainment license, there are concerns. Is this for the common good of the citizens? What the
Commission is basically saying is by the three of you coming forward there is a concern. The commission is
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. definitely hearing you. This is something that we will address.

A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt, seconded and unanimously VOTED to call the licensee info an
information hearing regarding noise complaints from neighbors and to request Sgt. Hall research any noise
complaints in the area involving the licensed establishment even those that have not come before the

Commission.
Commission Diaz also asked the three to bring to the Commission what they are looking to see happen.

Mr. Clark stated that he is looking to make sure they still have their enterfainment but not affect the
neighbors so they do not have to hear it. That is his concession.

. The Commissioners were addressed by Mr. Muneeb Moon Mahmood of Country Mart, 397 Little River
Road. Mr. Mahmood stated the following:
o Couniry Mart currently sells beer and wine with a restriction of no single cans sold.
o Inierest in adding single serve beer in 240z or greater.
o They are not interested in selling 120z single beers.
o Customers are disappointed that they do not sell singles and they leave without buying anything,
e Wantis fo know the Commission’s thoughts and what they would recommend what steps are
necessary to take towards changing that restriction on their license.

The secretary read the license restrictions into the minutes.

Chairman Mowatt stated the following:
¢ They started this restriction because FL Roberts applied for a beer and wine and the commission did
not want to have roadies available at a gas station.
s Also wanted to minimize the potential for theft.

Commissioner Dawicki stated that the original concern was underage patrons in the establishment and that
would be an easy item fo take.

Chairman Mowatt stated that off hand he is not opposed 1o the thought. He just does not know if it violates
what the Commission’s original infentions were, The Commission really needs to think if it’s going fo be an
opposition to what they originally started in terms of not having singles go out the door for the small stores.

A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt, scconded and unanimously VOTED to put this request on the

Agenda for the next meeting for the Commission to give this request some thought and what the minimum
definitions for a single beer being allowed to be sold from a small store that is not a package store.
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Commissioner Diaz stated the following;

The licensee should consider that if someone buys a single you probably won’t make a lot of money
from them,

Another concern is if they buy a singte, most likely it is for a roadie. Meaning it’s going to be an open
container while they are driving behind the wheel of a vehicle.

That could put the establishment in a bad position if they are stopped by the police.

Protect your business. You run a tremendous business. You don’t want to jeopardize your business.

REGULAR MEETING.

1. Hangar of Westfield, Inc., Ent d/b/a The Hangar Pub and Grill, 29 School Street, Westfield requesting
multiple coin operated devices on liquor licenses premises.

Present was Harold Tramazzo, owner who stated the following,

.

Looking to open the door on the School Street side and use the room on the first floor and the second
floor for video games.

He has a gentleman who has a couple hundred video games he would like to put into the
establishment.

The liquor license extends fo all three floors.

They would use the School Street door as a separate entrance.

Currently they have security at the elevator to gain access to the third floor.

Every employee is TIPS certified and they have an ID scanner.

It is not their infention to deny children the ability fo play games during the day.

They do serve minors food at the establishment.

They have a good reputation with the City.

They could set a time that the Commission agrees with that no minors would be allowed in the rooms
that have the video games.

Chairman Mowatt stated the following,

The licensee needs fo figure out what the intent of this request is.

Are you looking fo have bar with video games and people drinking and playing or are you looking to
have minors and adults with access fo beverages but the intent is to play video games and not be a
bar.

Needs o make sure the intent is what works for your best interest.

Are you frying to sell video game access or are you trying fo scll beverages for people to play games.

Commissioner Dawicki stated that Westfield needs a place where kids can go.

A discussion was held.
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. Sgt. Hall stated the following;:
e His only concern would be in the later part of the evening.
e He doesn’t think during the day it would be a problem.
» His concern would be high school or college kids in the evening,

Chairman Mowatt stated the following,
o The commission likes this idea.
o IP'sup to the licensee on how he wants to present the conirols, access and type of business he wanis
to creale.
o He fecls the licensee should go apply for a indoor place of amusement with the City Council.
¢ He feels this is a great idea.

2. The Rotary Club of Westfield requesting a Sec. 14 Wine & Malt License for 8-26-16 to 8-28-16 for the
Westfield Food Fest. Eric Forish and Jennifer Grustka were present to represent the application

Mr. Forish stated that this is the second year they are having this event downtown. It will be the same venue
as last year. The only thing different is that they are adding Friday night 5-9pm this year, so it will be a
three day event.

The secretary stated that all paperwork is in order.

A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt, seconded and unanimously VOTED to approve the one day
request and to waive the license fee due to being non profit.

3. Mount Warner Vineyards, LLC requesting a Sec, 14 Wine license for the Farmers Market held every week
starting in June and ending in October. Bobbie Kamen was present to represent the application.

Ms. Kamen stated that this is her second year at the farmers market in Westficld. She did very well last year
and would like to be able fo pour samples of her wine to be sold by the bottle af the Farmers Market. She
stated that she cards everyone that comes to her booth.

The secretary stated that all paperwork is in order.

A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt, seconded and unanimously VOTED to approve the one day
request and to set the fee the same as last year at $20.00 from June — October 2016.

4. Westfield — West Springfield Lodge of Elks requesting a Sec. 14 Beer and Wine license for June 25, 2016.
Scott Hampton was present to represent the application.
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Mr. Hampton stated that there will be a 5K Road Race being held by Lift for 22 to help veterans fight
depression on June 25, 2016, The race will start and end at the Elks Lodge. They are looking for a one day
to sell beer and wine at the Event. The beer and wine will be sold in a fenced in area under a tent with snow
fencing around. There will be one entrance and one exit. The tent will be staffed by tips certified bartenders
and volunteers of the lodge who are tips certified will also police the area to make sure no underage

drinking occurs.
The secretary stated that the only item missing is the liquor liability at this time.

A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt, seconded and unanimously VOTED to approve the one day
request contingent upon receiving the liquor Hability and to waive the fee due to being nonprofit.

. Boys & Girls Club of Greater Westfield requesting a Sec. 14 all alcoholic license for a concert at Stanley Park
in the pavilion on June 11, 2016. There was no representation for this request and all Commissioners had

questions.

A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt, seconded and unanimously VOTED to request the licensee to
come to a Special meeting fo represent this application and provide more information.

. YMCA of Greater Westfield requesting a Sec. 14 all alcoholic license for a fundraising comedy dinner show
to be held at the Dining Commons on June 4, 2016 from 5pm — 1 1pm.

Sgt. Hall was present and stated that this is the 4" year the YMCA is having this event. There will be a silent
auction, dinner and a comedy show. Sodexo is in charge of pouring the alcohol.

The secretary stated that all paperwork is in order.

A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt, seconded and unanimously VOTED to approve the one day
request and to waive the fee due fo being non profit.

. Greater Westfield Chamber of Commerce requesting a Sec. 14 wine & malt license for May 11, 2016 fora
business networking meeting to be held af Bella Med Spa by Dr. Craig Schacher from 5pm — 7pm.

The secretary stated that all paperwork is in order.

A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt, seconded and unanimously VOTED to approve the one day

request.
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8. Sodexo at Westfield State requesting Sec. 14 wine & malt licenses for the following events:
e Banquet on 6-8-16 5pm — 11pm at Scanlon Banquet Hall.
e Dinneron 6-2-16 5pm — 11pm at Scanlon Banguet Hall.
o Reception on 6-10-16 4.30pm — 9pm at Scanlon Banquet Hall.
» Reception on 6-10-16 &.30pm — midnight at University Hall multi purpose room.

The secretary stated that all paperwork is in order.
A motion was made by Chairman Mowati, seconded and unanimously VOTED to approve the four requests.

9. The following monthly police incidents were reviewed and filed.
e The Nook incident# 16-7292 3-5-16
¢ Whip City Pub incident# 16-7325 3-6-16
¢ Tung Shing incident# 16-9769 3-26-16
e Maple Leaf incident# 16-9813 3-27-16
o Maple leaf incident# 16-11200 3-31-16
o Maple Leaf incident# 16-10387 3-31-16
¢ Pasquales incident# 16-10637 4-2-16
e Maple Leaf incident# 16-11515 4-10-16
o The PAHK incident# 16-12053 4-14-16
e 7 B’sincident# 16-14597 5-5-16
o The PAHK incident# 16-14609 5-6-16
o The PAHK incident# 16-14610 5-6-16
o The Maple Leaf incident# 16-14784 5-7-16

# Panda House Incident# 16-7196 3-4-16
A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt, scconded and unanimously VOTED to call the licensee

into an informational meeting,
sk The PAHK Incident# 16-14602 3-5-16
A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt, seconded and unanimously VOTED to call the licensee

inio an information meeting sighting overcrowding,

10. A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt, seconded and unanimously VOTED to approve the monthly bills

as presented,
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- LATE COMMUNICATION.

1. Westfield Whip Museum requesting a Sec. 14 all alcoholic beverage license for a fundraiser to be held at
Pilgrim Candle on May 21, 20186 from 6pm — 10pm.

The secretary stated that all paperwork is in order.
A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt, seconded and unanimously VOTED to approve the request.

ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS

1. A motion was made by Chairman Mowatt, seconded and unanimously VOTED to approve and sign the
annual City Contract authorization form.

2. The Secretary informed the Commission that the annual Municipal Licensing Corporation meeting will be
held on June 7% in Lakeville, MA. The secretary stated that she will attend, and invited the Commissioners to
attend if they would like.

3. The Secretary informed the Commission that the ABCC is implementing an electronic licensing system
(EPLACE) that allows all licensing functions to be performed electronically. Westfield has been chosen to be
a part of the pilot program in the fall of 2016. Training will be in Boston, MA. The secretary will keep the
Commission posted on the dates of the training.

4. The secretary informed the Commission that we will be holding a ABCC Regional eLicensing seminar on
Thursday June 9, 2016 at 1p.m. in Council Chambers. All Commissioners are invited fo attend.

5. The secretary informed the Commission that she has received a complaint from a resident that patrons from
bar establishments are leaving bar bottles in front and behind tires of vehicles in the Franklin Street parking

lot and using the parking lot as a bathroom.

With no further business the meeting adjourned at 8,45 p.m.

i L it

Niek ‘
Christopher Mowatt - Chairman Approved:
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