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July 6, 2016  

 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Newman @ 7:00 p.m. Room 315, Municipal Building, 59 

Court Street, Westfield, MA.   Members introduced themselves.   

 
 

   ☑    Members present     Staff 

   ☐    Members absent 

 

☑    Martin Newman, Chair    ☐  Jay Vinskey, Principal Planner  

☑    Richard Sullivan III, Member   ☑ Christine Fedora, Clerk  

☑    Gary Bacchiocchi, Member  

☑    Sofia Williams, Alternate   

 

 
2.   Public Participation:  Chairman  Newman asked if there as anyone in the room who would like to 

address the Board regarding an item not on the agenda.  None presented.    

 
3.    Public Hearing on the petitioners of: 

Chairman Newman read the public hearing notice into the record for: 

 
PATRICIA RANDALL who seeks a dimensional special permit per Section 3-50.4(5) to allow for a 
side property line setback of less than 15 feet for construction of an attached garage. Subject 
property is 9 Carole Ave. and zoned Residence A 

 
Representing the petitioner was Brian Falcetti, 25 Old Westfield Road.  Mr. Falcetti informed the Board he 

was approached by the applicant Patricia Randall of 9 Carole Avenue to build a garage and breezeway.  Mr. 

Falcetti informed the Board he works at the Westfield Technical Academy and this would be a project for 

his students to construct.     

 

Mr. Falcetti noted they located the front and rear boundary and marked the edge where the garage will be 

located .  Members asked if it would be 6 feet from the property line and noted to make sure the overhangs 

are within the buffer.   Mr. Falcetti replied he was sure it was noting he did a backwards measure.   

Chairman Newman asked if there were questions from the room? 

 

Bill Kriesak ~ 4 Carole Avenue 

Mr. Kriesak lives across the street and would  love for her to get a garage, he also noted the neighbor next 

door is Nathan Osowski and he has  no problem either,  many of the houses in the neighborhood have 

received variances this would be nothing new in the neighborhood.   

 

In favor? 

 

Opposed? 
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Questions board? 

 

Member Bacchiocchi MOTIONED, seconded by Member Sullivan to close the hearing.  All in favor.   

 

Chairman Newman informed the petitioner the Board will vote after the new application is accepted. 

 

4.   Review and acceptance of new applications & scheduling of public hearings.  

 

Chairman Newman informed the Board this application is located on Prospect St. Extension.     The 

petitioner Leonard Phelon addressed the Board this parcel was  originally part of family farm, the abutting 

property used to be his brothers lot, the lot on the right used to be his  sisters lot, at one point there was a  

land swap, the lot was created in 2000.  

  

Chairman Newman explained with variances the petitioner has to prove a hardship noting it can’t be a 

personal hardship it has to relate to the land.  According to Mass  law, variances are a heavy  lift.  He noted 

this application is quite a ways off basically it’s a flag lot which are not allowed in Westfield.  The Board 

also noted the plan does state “Not a Building Lot.”  Members showed concern this statement was on the 

plan and felt it would be beneficial if they could find out the history regarding this plan noting maybe there 

is something in the history of the plan that might show a good reason to approve, in general this is quite a 

ways off for frontage.   

  

The Board reiterated they felt this was a heavy lift for a variance and felt more information about the 

creation of the lot; the land swap information would be helpful.   One of the criteria that have to be met is 

the uniqueness of the application.   

  

The Board voted to accept the application and to schedule for August 10, 2016. Members also mentioned 

the information regarding the land swap and the notation on the plan should be submitted to the Board in 

order for them to do due diligence.   

 

Hearing scheduled for August 10. 

 

6.  Board deliberations/decision on the above described petition 

The Board reopened the discussion for the Carol Avenue application.  Member Bacchiocchi stated he visited 

the neighborhood and felt the petition meets the requirements and felt the application meets clearly with the 

rest of the neighborhood, he felt it is appropriate location, it won’t affect the neighborhood and there are 

adequate facilities and the plan as approved meets the rules and regulations.  He felt his is a routine case and 

that it should be approved. 

 

Alternate Williams agreed with Member Bacchiocchi, she felt it fits in with the neighborhood and she has 

no issues with it.  

  

Member Sullivan noted he liked the fact it is being done by the Westfield Technical Academy. Chairman 

Newman felt a garage is a necessity in this climate, and that he had no problem with it.  
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Member Bacchiocchi MOTIONED, seconded by Sullivan to approve the petitioner.  All in Favor.  

  

5.  Review and approval of previous meeting minutes.   

 

The Board deferred the approval of the minutes until the next meeting in order to review the minutes as 

presented.  Member Williams noted she has not been receiving the minutes. 

 

 

 

 


